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STUDIES

CHAYEI SARAH

WHAT DO YOU LOVE ABOUT ISRAEL?

It's More than Falafel and the IDF



Sarah dies at age 127 and is Rebecca, the daughter of at age 175, and his two
PARSHAH buried in the Machpelah Abraham’s nephew Bethuel, eldest sons, Isaac and

Cave in Hebron, which appears at the well and Ishmael, bury Abraham next

OVERVI EW Abraham purchases from passes the “test.” Eliezer is to Sarah.
Ephron the Hittite for 400 invited to their home, where

Pinchas shekels of silver. he repeats the story of the

day’s events. Rebecca

returns with Eliezer to the

land of Canaan, where they

encounter Isaac praying in

the field. Isaac marries

Rebecca, loves her, and is

comforted over the loss of

his mother.

Abraham’s servant Eliezer is
sent, laden with gifts, to
Charan, to find a wife for
Isaac. At the village well,
Eliezer asks G-d for a sign:
when the maidens come to
the well, he will ask for
some water to drink; the
woman who will offer to give Abraham takes a new wife,
his camels water to drink as Keturah (Hagar), and he
well shall be the one fathers six additional sons,
destined for his master’s but Isaac is designated as
son. his only heir. Abraham dies
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What

makes the Land of

many reasons

?

Israel special to you



TEXT 1A

Genesis 24:3—4
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3. | will have you swear by G-d, the G-d of Heaven and earth,
that you will not take a woman for my son from among the
daughters of the Canaanites among whom | dwell.

4. Rather, travel to my land and birthplace and take a wife for my
son Isaac from there.




“G-d of Heaven
and earth”

GENESIS 24:3



TEXT 1B

Genesis 24:7
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G-d, the G-d of Heaven, Who took me from my father’s home
and the land of my birth, and Who spoke to me and promised to
give this land to my children, will send His angel before you, and
you will take a wife for my son from there.



“G-d of
Heaven”

GENESIS 24:7



TEXT 2

Rashi, ad loc.
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“G-d, the G-d of Heaven, Who took me from my father’s home.” But Abraham
did not add the words “and the G-d of . .. earth,” whereas earlier [in verse 3]
he said, “I will have you swear, etc.”

Abraham told Eliezer, “Today, He is G-d of Heaven and earth because | made
Him familiar in the people’s lexicon. However, when He took me from my
father’s home, He was only the G-d of Heaven, not of earth, because
humanity had yet to recognize Him, and His name was not popular on earth.”



The Anomalies

1. Rashiincludes the words “Who took me from my father’s home.”
2. Rashi does not begin with pointing out the anomaly.
3. Rashi does not cite the words that raise the discrepancy.

4. Rashi writes that Abraham told all this to Eliezer.
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The genetic nature of parents is passed down to their children. This only
concerns negative habits such as overeating, lust, greed, envy, etc. that derive
from our corporeal nature. Such traits are passed down to the next
generation who emulate their forebears. Idol worship is different. This is the
product of education, not genetic disposition. . . .

Therefore, Abraham was wary of the Canaanites, who were lustful and
succumbed to sins of passion, though they refrained from idol worship. Yet,
he welcomed his relatives whose only fault was idol worship.




QUESTION

Why would Abraham select his daughter-in-law from Charan
but refuse to allow his son to move there?






TEXT 4

The Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem
Mendel Schneerson, Likutei
Sichot 15, p. 159
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Abraham adjusted his language. Earlier, he said, “G-d of Heaven
and earth,” and now just “G-d of Heaven.” This discrepancy holds

the answer to Eliezer’s question.



INJEREINRYES
distinguishing between
two places:

“G-d is familiar in Israel
but still unknown in
Charan.”



TEXT 5A

The Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem
Mendel Schneerson, ibid.
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Because it is a superficial change, | only made G-d

“familiar in the people’s lexicon”—they changed their
manner of speech. This did not change their habits and

behavior.



Although Israel was reformed, their inborn negative
traits remained. Charan, however, was free of those
traits, despite not yet being reformed.

Therefore, Abraham wanted a daughter-in-law from
Charan but didn’t want his son to live there.
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Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, ibid.
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When Abraham “called out there in the name of G-d, the G-d of the world”
(Genesis 21:33), G-d became the G-d of the earth (or at least part of the
lexicon on earth). However, this only began [in Israel] after G-d took Abraham
from his father’s home. Before that time, G-d’s name was not familiar on
earth.

It follows that in his father’s home, G-d remained as He had always been—
G-d of Heaven, but not of earth. In that region, they did not recognize G-d,
and His name was uncommon among them.




Abraham valued the Land of
Israel because G-d is more
familiar to the people there than
anywhere else.




TEXT 6

Talmud, Ketubot 110b
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One should always reside in the Land of Israel, even in a city
mostly populated by non-Jews, rather than outside of Israel,
even in a city mostly populated by Jews. Because one who lives
in the Land of Israel is considered to have a G-d. One who lives
outside of the Land of Israel is considered not to have a G-d.



TEXT 7

Rabbi Don Yitzchak
Abarbanel, Exodus 23:20
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The needs of every nation and city are overseen by
respective angels and stars designated exclusively
for them. ... The Jewish people are not under the
dominion of angels or stars; G-d oversees and
provides for them by Himself. ... Therefore,
concerning other nations, G-d is called the “G-d of
gods,” but concerning Jews He is called “the G-d,”
or “G-d of Israel.” This is because G-d provides for
other nations via intermediaries and a finite natural
order. For them, G-d is a distant cause, a G-d of
gods. For Jews, G-d provides directly without
intermediaries, and is, therefore, called G-d. “I will
be to them for a G-d” (Jeremiah 24:7) and “l am G-
d your G-d” (Leviticus 25:38).

Our sages similarly (Pirkei Rabbi Eliezer 24)
expounded on the passage, “When G-d gave
nations their lot and separated the children of
Adam” (Deuteronomy 32:8). This occurred at the




TEXT 7

Rabbi Don Yitzchak
Abarbanel, Exodus 23:20
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Tower of Babel [when G-d divided the people into
seventy nations and languages]. Seventy angels
appeared before G-d to draw lots over the seventy
nations. G-d’s lot fell upon the people of Israel, as
the passage states, “For G-d’s people are His
portion” (Deuteronomy 32:9).

The Land of Israel has a marvelous ability to
receive the spark of the Divine and to host the
nation that is administered and attached directly
to G-d without an intermediary. Other lands are
unable to host and tolerate such intense sanctity.
It was, therefore, necessary that G-d give His
chosen Land to His nation Israel, the Land that He
“looks after constantly; His eyes are always upon
it” (Deuteronomy 11:12). . . . G-d tied His chosen
Land to Him with a mighty continual Divine bond
so He could oversee its inhabitants directly and
with detailed providence. This is not the case with
any other land.




TEXT 7

Rabbi Don Yitzchak
Abarbanel, Exodus 23:20
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The history of this land attests to its continual
sanctity. Adam and Eve were created and buried in
this land. G-d directed Abraham to leave his
homeland to journey and reside in this land. The
binding of Isaac also occurred in this land. The
constant miracles that occurred in the Holy
Temple also took place in this land. The laws of
sabbatical and jubilee [during which ordinary
produce becomes sanctified, are exclusive to this
land]. . ..

Our sages taught that those who live outside of
Israel [are considered to have no G-d]. ... This is
because the Land of Israel is not under the
dominion of the celestial ministers but exclusively
directed by G-d. Those who reside outside of Israel
elect not to be administered by His esoteric
providence, but by the providence of angels. Thus,
our sages compared it to idolatry.
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Genesis 17:8 .D’P‘?N‘? Dn:? 3n3531 ,D?WU nzngb

| will give you and your children after you the land
where you currently sojourn, the land of Canaan. And |
will be to them for a G-d.




TEXT 8B

Rabbi Yaakov Tzvi
Mecklenburg, Haketav
Vehakabbalah, ad loc.
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To explain the choice of this name. ... Our great teacher,
Rabbi Eliyahu of blessed memory, explained that this name
points primarily to G-d’s direct providence over events in the
terrestrial world.




TEXT 9

Open Miracle in Be’er
Sheva,
www.5Townscentral
.com

On Friday, an “unexpected sandstorm” lasted about five minutes.

People who were standing outside recalled thinking that it was going to be a
very windy Shabbat. But then, just as suddenly as it had started, it stopped. It
was bizarre and seemed to come out of nowhere. However, it turns out it
wasn’t so random after all.

Here’s what was happening in Be’er Sheva at that very moment.

Be’er Sheva hadn’t heard a siren in months. The parks were full of kids on
Friday, as is common before Shabbat. Suddenly, out of nowhere, a huge gust
of wind hit, sending sand flying everywhere and forcing everyone to head
home.

Just ten minutes later, a siren sounded. Five rockets were launched at Be’er
Sheva. One landed in a playground that had been full of kids just 10 minutes
earlier, causing massive damage.

That “random” gust of wind sent by [G-d] saved their lives.
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TEXT10

Talmud, Sotah 14a
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Rabbi Simla’i taught, “Why did Moses yearn to enter the Land of Israel? Did
he need to partake of its fruit or be satiated by its goodness?

“Rather, this is what bothered Moses. So many of the mitzvot that G-d gave
to the Jews can only be fulfilled in the Land of Israel. [Moses said,] ‘I want to

enter the Land so | can fulfill them all.””



TEXT 1

Zohar, vol. 3, p. 93B

287 NRINI RIT T2 RYTIP
MR R7 RT K72 RT),TON PN
.. TON

TP TR2 ... PIRT RADD PRI
2708

2R PP L.RANPT DY
TN

"PIN2 TOR W 12PRIT 777 R
207 TIN2 ORTY (30,7 2 ORI
PR NP), 708 TPR ARY TN
27072

30 T VWO D " KT
TN RN TON PR KD 92K 77

When G-d and the Jewish people are joined, they
are one. Without the other, neither is one. . ..

Where are the Jewish people [joined with the] one
[G-d]?

In Jerusalem.

We know this from the passage, “One nation in the
Land” (Il Samuel 7:23). [Read it like this:] When we
are in the Land of Israel, we are one nation. In the
Land of Israel, we are one. Outside the Land of
Israel, we are not one.

The proof is that the passage could have sufficed
with the words “one nation.” [Why do the words “in
the Land” appear? To teach us that] we are only one
when we are in the Land of Israel.




The sanctity and natural fit
with the Jewish people make
all Jews, even non-natives,
feel connected to the land.




TEXT 12

The Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel

Schneerson, Likutei Sichot
15, p. 162
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Abraham lived before G-d gave us the Torah. At Mount Sinai, G-d removed

the barrier between the celestial and terrestrial spheres, permitting “the
lower sphere to ascend and the upper sphere to descend” (Midrash, Shemot
Rabah 12:13). Abraham [who lived before this time] couldn’t completely
change and refine the fabric of the world and its inhabitants. He couldn’t
render G-d the G-d of earth by bringing people to a full [internal] recognition
of G-d. He could only inspire them to speak of G-d.



TEXT 13

Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak
Schneersohn, Igrot Kodesh
1, p. 485
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In 5617 (1857), one of the great Chasidim asked my saintly master and great-
grandfather, Rabbi Menachem Mendel of Lubavitch, of blessed eternal
memory, about traveling to Israel, may it be rebuilt and reestablished. He
poured out his heart and spoke of his deep yearning to live in Israel, where he
would devote his life to Torah and Divine worship.

The Rebbe replied, “We must transform this place into the Land of Israel.
Render this place the Land of Israel.”




Jews were dispersed
throughout the world in
order to spread the holiness
of Israel to the entire world.
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Isaiah 503

Rabbi Levi taught, “When Mashiach comes, Jerusalem will be
the size of the Land of Israel, and the Land of Israel will be

the size of the entire world.”




KEY POINTS

1. Abraham wanted a daughter-in-law from among his relatives because of the pure
natural traits that were common in his family.

2. Yet he did not want his son to live among his relatives because they lived outside of
Israel, where paganism was still rampant.

3. During his years living in the Land, Abraham made the name of G-d a familiar,
household name in Israel.

4. This continues to be true today. G-d is more manifest, and we are more connected
with G-d, in Israel than anywhere else.

5. When G-d gave us the Torah, He enabled us to spread this consciousness the world
over. When we complete this task, Mashiach will come. At that time, the world will be
as holy as Israel is today.
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